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ABSTRACT

Intelligence hasbeen a tool used by states to ensure their security. This effort, which primarily
involves the process of gathering and evaluating information, has become professionalized
over time and has become an element that determines the security strategies of states.
Security is one of the most important pillars of a state’s continued existence. This has military
and economic dimensions, as well as other dimensions such as alliances. Intelligence is one
of these methods and plays an important role in state policies, future plans and instant
security measures. Today, cyber security technologies are an important component of
national security and economic security. Tiirkiye is taking important steps to strengthen
national security by developing cyber security policies against cyber threats. These steps
enable Tiirkiye to be in a stronger position in national and international security policies.
This article will examine the impact of intelligence activities on state security and how they
shape state policies. It will also examine which types of intelligence are effective in state
security policies.
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Introduction

IN THE CONTEMPORARY INTRICATE
security landscape, intelligence emerges as a
pivotal factor in influencing state strategic de-
cisions and safeguarding national security. The
processes of globalization have rendered the
dangers and risks encountered by states more

complex, hence increasing the significance of

intelligence (Scott & Jackson, 2004). Global
threats that surpass national boundaries, inc-
luding terrorism, cyberattacks, and organized
crime, pose risks that exceed the capabilities of
conventional military forces. Intelligence, with
its profound analytical capabilities and infor-
mation dissemination, is crucial for effectively
confronting these challenges (Gill, 2012; And-
rew, 1997; Moran, 2015; Scott & Jackson, 2004).
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Countries of considerable strategic signifi-
cance, such as Tiirkiye, are perpetually faced
with both internal and external threats. The
geographical position and regional dynamics
of Tiirkiye complicate its security policies, un-
derscoring the essential role of intelligence in
shaping these policies. Thus, the capacity of
intelligence to deliver precise, dependable, and
prompt information is crucial for the efficient
implementation of Tiirkiye’s security strategies.
In this framework, intelligence information
and analysis safeguard Tiirkiye’s national, poli-
tical, and economic interests from both internal
and external threats (Hastedt, 2022; Hoffman,
2022). Consequently, the significance and inf-
luence of intelligence are paramount in the de-
velopment and execution of Turkiyes security
strategies. This article seeks to analyze the role
of intelligence agencies in shaping Tiirkiye’s se-

curity policies.

—

In what ways do diverse regional
dynamics and multiple internal
and external threats influence
Turkiye's intricate geography, and
how do its intelligence operations
enhance national security?

The essay examines the importance of cyber-
security technologies in security policies. The
analysis examines the impact of national and
international cyber security policies on Tiir-
kiye’s security plans. In what ways do diverse
regional dynamics and multiple internal and
external threats influence Tiirkiye’s intricate ge-
ography, and how do its intelligence operations

enhance national security? Which kind of in-

telligence influence the formulation of Tiirkiye’s
security policies? This article will examine the

responses to these inquiries.

Security in Theories of International
Relations

The Realist Perspective on Security

Realism serves as a crucial foundation for
comprehending the security and foreign policy
decisions of governments (Booth, 1991; Walt,
2010). This theory posits that the principal objec-
tive of states within the international system is to
safeguard their national security and uphold so-
vereignty. From a realist viewpoint, the primary
determinant of inter-state relations is the balance
of power, wherein states endeavor to safeguard
their national interests (Karabulut, 2015). In an
anarchic system characterized by a deficit of trust
in international relations, each state is accoun-
table for its own security and formulates strate-
gic plans to safeguard itself against threats from
other states.

The realist view posits that governments per-
petually have security concerns within the inter-
national system. This apprehension arises from
the chaotic nature of the international system,
compelling governments to secure their own
safety. At this juncture, intelligence becomes a
pivotal component in the realist perspective of
security. Intelligence denotes the collection and
analysis of information to anticipate the intents,
military capabilities, and strategic actions of ad-
versaries in the global context. The realist theory
perceives this process as central to governments’
endeavors to maintain the balance of power and
to prepare for possible threats. National secu-

rity operations of states depend on precise and
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Security

“Intelligence has become a pivotal factor in shaping the strategic decisions of states and safeguarding their
national security in the contemporary intricate security landscape” (Photo: Global Times, 2024).

prompt intelligence. Intelligence enhances go-
vernments comprehension of other states’ mili-
tary readiness, strategic partnerships, and foreign
policies, facilitating the formulation of suitable
policies. In this context, intelligence is essential
for maintaining security and developing tactics
to manage the balance of power from a realist
viewpoint.

The recognition of uncertainty and insecurity
as inherent aspects of international relations in
realist theory compels states to develop robust
intelligence systems. States utilize intelligence to
diminish ambiguities in the international system,
render threats more predictable, and appropria-
tely formulate their national security plans. Intel-
ligence enables states to assume a more proactive

position against external dangers and enhances

their endeavors to safeguard national security.
Another crucial role of intelligence in realist the-
ory is its impact on the balance of power. Realist
theory posits that states must devise balancing
tactics to counteract the power growth of compe-
titor states. In this context, intelligence enables a
precise comprehension of adversarial states’ mili-
tary and political capabilities, hence helping go-
vernments to more effectively control the balance
of power. The Cold War era serves as a significant
historical example of this phenomenon. Throu-
ghout the nuclear weapons race between the Uni-
ted States and the Soviet Union, both parties con-
ducted comprehensive intelligence operations to
observe one other’s strategic maneuvers and mili-
tary capabilities. This case explicitly illustrates the
role of intelligence in realism security measures.
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In the security and balance-of-power fra-
mework of realist theory, intelligence is a cruci-
al component in how nations safeguard national
security and regulate power dynamics within the
international system. States utilize intelligence to
anticipate the military capabilities and political
maneuvers of their adversaries, adjust their se-
curity strategies appropriately, and endeavor to
safeguard their national interests. Consequently,
within the realist paradigm, intelligence is regar-

ded as a crucial element in the mechanisms of
safeguarding security and maintaining the balan-
ce of power in the international sphere (Kolasi,
2014).

The Liberal Perspective on Security

Liberal theory offers an outlook in internati-

onal relations emphasizing state collaboration,

the significance of international institutions, and

“Military operations against terrorist organizations are integral to the security policy of countries

(Photo: MSB, 2019).
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the pursuit of peaceful resolutions. This perspe-
ctive contends that state collaboration and the
establishment of global norms are essential for
maintaining international security. Liberalism
posits that military weapons alone do not en-
sure security; instead, collaboration, economic
integration, democratization, and the efficient
operation of international institutions enhance
it. In this framework, intelligence assumes a dis-
tinct role within the liberal conception of secu-
rity, functioning as a mechanism for establishing
trust among states and promoting collaboration
against shared threats (Birdisli, 2011).

—

From a liberal viewpoint,
intelligence not only protects
national security but also
promotes international
collaboration and security.

From a liberal viewpoint, intelligence not
only protects national security but also promo-
tes international collaboration and security. This
idea promotes state collaboration in addressing
common security threats instead of pursuing
individual power rivalry. In this context, intel-
ligence facilitates information exchange, fosters
confidence-building initiatives, and addresses
shared dangers including international terro-
rism, organized crime, and global crises. Libe-
ral theory posits that governments ought to ta-
ckle security issues by employing systems that
enhance mutual interdependence, rather than
concentrating only on their own interests in
international relations. Governments utilize in-

telligence as a mechanism to cultivate trust and

Security

enhance collaboration. In the realm of interna-
tional organizations and alliances, intelligence
sharing enhances governments’ collaboration
in tackling global security concerns. Interna-
tional institutions, such as the United Nations
and NATO, promote intelligence sharing among
member states, facilitating the formulation of
collaborative policies for sustaining global secu-
rity. This collaboration not only bolsters natio-
nal security for governments but also enhances
the global security landscape.

Liberal theory underscores the pivotal fun-
ction of international institutions in comp-
rehending world security. States utilize these
institutions to exchange intelligence, establish
confidence-building measures, and mitigate the
dangers of prospective wars. Such collaborati-
ons enhance mutual trust among nations and
diminish the probability of conflict. Moreover,
international institutions enhance the transpa-
rency of governments’ security policies and fos-
ter peace in the global context. In this context,
intelligence sharing is regarded as a crucial com-
ponent that bolsters security cooperation (Doy-
le, 2005; Jones & Davies, 2012; Layne, 1994).
Economic integration and trade linkages hold
significant importance in the liberal conception
of security. The enhancement of economic re-
lations fosters interdependence among nations,
hence diminishing the likelihood of war and
conflict. Consequently, intelligence sharing not
only supports security measures but also functi-
ons as a strategic instrument to ensure economic
collaboration and the security of international
trade (Baylis, 2008). For instance, the dissemi-
nation of economic intelligence across nations
enhances the secure execution of international
trade, hence strengthening the principle of in-

terdependence.
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A crucial aspect of liberalism is the democ-
ratization process. Liberal theory posits that
interactions among democratic governments
are characterized by greater peace and stabi-
lity. Democratic states exhibit greater internal
transparency and accountability, resulting in the
more open execution of their security measures.
Within this framework, intelligence exchange
and collaboration are crucial for maintaining se-
curity among democratic nations. Liberal thin-
kers contend that democratization fosters inter-
national peace and assert that the probability of

conflict among democratic states is diminished.
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Consequently, intelligence collaboration among
democratic nations enhances the worldwide se-

curity landscape.
The Marxist Perspective on Security

Marxist theory examines security through
the prism of economic disparities, class conf-
licts, and imperialist strategies inherent in the
capitalist framework. This viewpoint posits that
economic structures and class relations, rather

than political dynamics among states, deter-

mine international security (Birdigli, 2011).

Nl
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“The Marxist perspective views security discourse as a manifestation of economic exploitation inherent in the
capitalist system and the strategies implemented to safeguard the interests of the elite classes”
(Cartoon: Industrial Worker, 1911).




Oguz Giray - Contributions of Inteligence Agencies to Turkiye's Security

The capitalist mode of production enforces
economic exploitation, and policies designed
to protect the ruling classes influence security
discourse. From a Marxist viewpoint, capitalist
governments employ intelligence as a mecha-
nism to protect the interests of the ruling classes
and uphold the capitalist system (Booth, 2007:
155-156).

—

Marxist theory asserts that
capitalist states employ
intelligence as a tool to protect
the global economic system
and the interests of the ruling
classes. In this environment,
intelligence operations seek

to minimize military threats,
protect economic and political
interests, exert pressure on the
working class, and legitimize
imperialist policies.

Marxist theory asserts that capitalist states
employ intelligence as a tool to protect the global
economic system and the interests of the ruling
classes. In this environment, intelligence opera-
tions seek to minimize military threats, protect
economic and political interests, exert pressure
on the working class, and legitimize imperialist
policies. Marxists employ intelligence as an ins-
trument in class conflict, shifting security me-
asures from a focus on national security to the
preservation of the capitalist system. Capitalist
nations employ intelligence operations to detect

factors that jeopardize their economic interests

and implement countermeasures against these
risks. Marxist theorists contend that nations
utilize intelligence to stifle revolutionary mo-
vements, inhibit the ascendance of the working
class, and preserve the capitalist system. The
Marxist perspective regards intelligence not as
a means to regulate power dynamics among sta-
tes, but as a mechanism to navigate conflicts of
interest between class formations and to main-
tain the supremacy of the ruling class.

According to Marxist theory, capitalist states
implement imperialism as a strategy to broaden
their economic interests and exert control over
resources. Cognition is important to the execu-
tion of these policies. Imperialist nations depend
on intelligence operations to safeguard their
military and economic dominance, facilitating
strategic choices for resource management and
market proliferation. Within this paradigm,
intelligence operates as an instrument facilita-
ting the implementation of imperialist policies.
Capitalist nations collect intelligence regarding
the economic and military capabilities of other
nations and utilize this information to advance
their strategic objectives. The Marxist perspec-
tive contends that the principal objective of the-
se intelligence operations is to uphold the global
capitalist system and safeguard the interests of
the elite classes. In this context, intelligence ser-
ves not to foster collaboration or peace among
governments, but to strengthen the economic
hegemony of capitalist nations.

From a Marxist viewpoint, class hierarchies
and economic disparities assess security and in-
telligence. Security encompasses not only mili-
tary aspects but also the pursuit of economic
and social justice. Individuals perceive the
disparities inherent in the capitalism system

as the principal catalyst for wars and conflicts.
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Consequently, from a Marxist viewpoint, the
assurance of security necessitates the eradicati-
on of economic systems and class-based dispa-
rities. In this context, intellect is perceived as a
tool employed to perpetuate these disparities.
Marxist ideology posits a direct correlation
between the fundamental deficiencies of the
capitalist system and security practices. In this
environment, intelligence operates to safeguard
the economic and political interests of the ruling

classes and acts as an instrument of repression

y

against the emergence of the working class or
revolutionary movements. In this setting, the
resolution of class conflicts and economic dispa-
rities attains security, with intellect functioning

as an instrument in this class fight.
The Constructivist Perspective on Security
Constructivist theory regards the concept of

security in international relations as a socially

produced phenomena. This viewpoint asserts

“The constructivist hypothesis asserts that the interactions, perceptions, and identities of states influence
interstate security” (Cartoon: UCLA, 2024).
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that the perceptions, identities, and social inte-
ractions of states influence their comprehension
of security. From a constructivist perspective,
security is not a static fact but a process shaped
by identities, norms, and shared values across
states. Consequently, mutual perceptions and
societal norms influence governments’ security
strategies, which acquire significance within a
social environment (Ertem, 2012). In this pers-
pective, constructivist security perceives intelli-
gence as an essential instrument for cultivating
mutual trust and comprehension in inter-state

relations (Newman, 2001).

—

Intelligence collects
information that might modify
the perspective of allies and
adversaries, which in turn
informs interstate security
strategies. Intelligence is
essential for understanding
the formation of identities

and perceptions in the
establishment of security

policy.

The constructivist hypothesis asserts that the
interactions, perceptions, and identities of states
influence interstate security. Intelligence is cru-
cial in establishing trust or mistrust among sta-
tes. Constructivists utilize intelligence not alone
to evaluate the military capabilities of govern-
ments, but also to understand their connections
and cultivate trust grounded in common social

norms. In this context, intelligence influences

perceptions, identities, and collective norms
among states, facilitating the establishment of a
peaceful and cooperative framework for secu-
rity in international relations. The constructivist
view highlights the significance of norms, valu-
es, and social structures in shaping the security
concerns of governments. Intelligence signifi-
cantly influences states’ opinions of each other,
hence determining security strategies within a
social framework.

Intelligence collects information that might
modify the perspective of allies and adversaries,
which in turn informs interstate security strate-
gies. Intelligence is essential for understanding
the formation of identities and perceptions in
the establishment of security policy. The const-
ructivist view asserts that social interactions and
the formation of social institutions, alongside
military and material might, influence security
strategies. States utilize intelligence operations
to comprehend the intents, identities, and secu-
rity policies of other nations, subsequently for-
mulating their security strategies based on this
intelligence. Intelligence significantly influences
interstate perceptions and their effects on secu-
rity policies.

From a constructivist viewpoint, security is
not a static entity but a fluid process influenced
by changing social norms and interactions. In-
telligence contributes to the formation and al-
teration of states’ perceptions and identities of
each other. For instance, engagement through
intelligence between one state and another re-
garded as an adversary may result in a trans-
formation of this perception, facilitating the
establishment of a new trust-based relationship.
Intelligence facilitates the understanding of the
social development of security policies via nor-
ms and relationships.
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Constructivist theory influences the security
policies of states based on identities and social
norms. In this sense, intelligence aids states in
comprehending their identities and their relati-
onships with other states. Identity is a crucial fa-
ctor that influences state behavior in the interna-
tional arena and informs the formulation of their
security policies. Governments utilize intelligen-
ce to comprehend the identities of other gover-
nments and formulate corresponding security
policies. Moreover, intelligence functions as an
essential tool in understanding the development
of international norms and their manifestation
in security policies. The constructivist approa-
ch informs the comprehension of security about
the identities and norms of nations. Intelligence
is crucial in shaping views and identities among
states throughout this process. Given that a soci-
al environment imparts significance to security
policy, intelligence can utilize collected infor-
mation to reorganize security dynamics among
nations (Ertem, 2021). For example, intelligen-
ce acquired by a state can enhance trust in its
interactions with another state, so facilitating
the creation of a peaceful security environment

between them.
The Role of Intelligence in Security Policies

Intelligence is crucial in formulating and protec-
ting a nation’s security policies (S6ylemez, 2019).
The influence and role of intelligence on these
policies are examined from various perspectives
within each theoretical framework. Realist theo-
ry posits that intelligence is a key instrument for
states in their quest for security amid internatio-
nal anarchy. From a realist standpoint, intelligen-
ce primarily functions to identify the intentions

and military capacities of external entities that

may threaten a state’s national interests, facilita-
ting the execution of strategic actions to mitigate
these dangers. In this context, intelligence is vital
for the state’s existence by influencing its power
dynamics and security strategies. The realist the-
ory underscores the significance of intelligence
in assessing external threats and formulating de-
fense strategies accordingly.

Liberal theory posits that intelligence is essen-
tial not just for safeguarding national security
but also for fostering peace through collabora-
tion among nations and international instituti-
ons. A liberal worldview regards intelligence as a
mechanism that cultivates trust between gover-
nments and promotes collaboration in addres-
sing shared dangers. From a liberal perspective,
intelligence sharing within international security
alliances and collaboration among democratic
nations enhances global peace and security. This
viewpoint perceives intelligence as not merely a
means of protecting national interests, but also
as an essential mechanism for promoting global
peace and enhancing international collaborati-
on.

Marxist theory posits that capitalist nations
employ intellect as a mechanism to protect the
interests of the ruling classes. From this viewpo-
int, imperialist nations utilize intelligence to
uphold class hierarchies and broaden their eco-
nomic interests. The Marxist perspective asserts
that the competition among states for economic
interests and resources influences international
security and conflicts. Capitalist nations employ
intelligence to navigate these conflicts and eradi-
cate factors that could jeopardize their economic
interests. Marxist ideology perceives intelligen-
ce as an instrument in class conflict, designed to
protect the interests of the ruling classes within

the capitalist framework.
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The constructivist view intricately associates
the function of intelligence in security policies
with the formation of states’ perceptions, iden-
tities, and social norms regarding one another.
From a constructivist viewpoint, social relati-
onships and identities among states influence
security threats and national security measures.
Intelligence is crucial in shaping identities and
attitudes among states. For example, a state’s
intelligence operations can collect information
that enhances trust in interactions with other
states or alters perceptions of dangers (Kavsira-
c1, 2020). In this context, intelligence influences
the formulation of security policies as an element
of social processes within the constructivist fra-

mework.

The Historical Context of Tiirkiye’s Security
Policies and Threats

Tiirkiye has historically been a country with a
strategic location that has faced various internal
and external threats. Tiirkiye’s geographic locati-
on at the intersection of various cultures and its
historical context have significantly influenced
its security policy (Bilgin, 2007; Karakullukeu,
2014; Diez, 2012; Fidan, 1999). The transition
from the Ottoman Empire to modern Tiirkiye
saw considerable alterations in the country’s
borders, regional dynamics, and foreign ties,
which greatly influenced the development of its
security policy. During the Cold War, factors
such as Tiirkiye’s NATO membership and the
Soviet menace significantly influenced the na-
tion’s security policies. The strategic decisions
undertaken during this period impacted Tiir-
kiye’s relations with the West and enhanced the
prominence of intelligence services. Subsequent
years witnessed developments, including regio-

nal conflicts and terrorism, that altered Tiirkiye’s
security policies and introduced new dimensi-
ons to the operational actions of its intelligence
agencies. Grasping the historical context of Tiir-
kiye’s security policies is essential for understan-
ding the nation’s strategic response to internal
and external challenges, along with the invol-
vement of intelligence services in these policies
(Aydin, 2014).

—

Tirkiye confronts several security
risks influenced by regional and
global factors. Recent geopolitical
shifts and regional conflicts have
presented numerous threats to
the nation’s security. Instability

in adjacent nations, the existence
of terrorist groups, ethnic and
religious schisms, cyberattacks,
and global ambiguities are critical
to Tuirkiye’s security.

Tirkiye confronts several security risks inf-
luenced by regional and global factors. Recent
geopolitical shifts and regional conflicts have
presented numerous threats to the nation’s secu-
rity. Instability in adjacent nations, the existence
of terrorist groups, ethnic and religious schisms,
cyberattacks, and global ambiguities are critical
to Tiirkiye’s security. The internal strife in Syria
and Iraq, regional volatility, and the existence of
terrorist groups pose significant security threats
along Turkiye’s borders. The operations of the
PKK, ISIS, and other terrorist entities jeopardize
national security, while the intricate circums-
tances in Syria impact Tiirkiye’s border security.
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Figure 1.Tiirkiye's Fight Against DAESH
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“The operations of the PKK, ISIS, and other terrorist entities jeopardize national security, while the intricate

circumstances in Syria impact Turkiye’s border security”
(Infographic: CIB, 2019).

Moreover, cyberattacks have emerged as a subs-  These risks require a reevaluation of Tiirkiye’s se-
tantial danger, underscoring the necessity for curity policy and the efficient reaction of intelli-
Tiirkiye to enhance its cybersecurity capabilities.  gence services (A¢ikbas, 2022).
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Contributions of Intelligence to Tiirkiye's
National Security

Tiirkiye prioritizes intelligence activities due
to its geopolitical location, regional dynamics,
and the security risks it encounters. Intelligen-
ce agencies are created to actively safeguard
national security by researching internal and
external threats, conducting counterterrorism
operations, securing borders, and facilitating
strategic decision-making in international rela-
tions (Yilmaz, 2012). The principal intelligence
agencies in Tiirkiye comprise the National In-
telligence Organization (MIT), the Intelligen-
ce Department of the General Directorate of
Security, and Gendarmerie Intelligence. These
agencies function in diverse domains to safegu-
ard and uphold national security (Dagdeviren
& Kedikli, 2023).

—

The MIT is pivotal,
particularly in
counterterrorism initiatives.
The intelligence supplied by
MIT is an essential asset for
surveilling the operations
of terrorist entities such

as PKK, ISIS, and FETO,
incapacitating their leaders,
and disassembling their
networks.

The National Intelligence Organization (MIT)
is crucial to Tirkiye’s security strategies addres-
sing both internal and external threats. The MIT

is pivotal, particularly in counterterrorism ini-
tiatives. The intelligence supplied by MIT is an
essential asset for surveilling the operations of
terrorist entities such as PKK, ISIS, and FETO,
incapacitating their leaders, and disassembling
their networks. In 2019, MIiT’s information
enabled the identification of ISIS leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi’s position in Syria, permitting
his neutralization via an international operation.
These actions unequivocally illustrate MIT’s ef-
ficacy in countering international terrorism and
its tangible contribution to Tiirkiye’s security
(Acar, 2019).

The Intelligence Department of the General
Directorate of Security is essential for mainta-
ining Tiirkiye’s domestic security. Intelligence
regarding internal threats, organized crime, il-
licit arms trade, drug trafficking, and the urban
operations of terrorist organizations informs
the operational activities of security forces. This
department’s intelligence has thwarted multiple
possible terrorist assaults in urban areas and eli-
minated city-based terrorist cells.

The Gendarmerie Intelligence plays a crucial
role in security operations in rural regions and
border protection. The information gathered by
Gendarmerie Intelligence is crucial for identif-
ying unlawful border crossings, surveilling the
actions of terrorist groups in rural regions, and
strategizing cross-border missions. For examp-
le, Gendarmerie Intelligence in the field gathers
comprehensive data for operations designed to
obstruct terrorist organizations from traversing
the borders of Syria and Iraq.

A significant concern for Tiirkiye’s national se-
curity is border security. Intelligence agencies are
essential for maintaining border security, espe-
cially in combating illegal immigration, human

trafficking, and transnational terrorist threats.
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In light of the Syrian civil war and the refugee
crisis along Tiirkiye’s border with Syria, intelli-
gence operations concerning border security
are crucial for sustaining control and mitigating
security threats. Intelligence units consistently
gather data to thwart illegal migration, observe
cross-border terrorist operations, and fortify bor-
ders; they disseminate this information to border
security units.

Intelligence is crucial in regional and interna-
tional interactions. Tiirkiye’s vigilant observation
of political and military events in adjacent nations
profoundly impacts its foreign policy approaches.
These agencies furnish Tiirkiye with intelligen-
ce that enhances its comprehension of regional
power dynamics, facilitates the management of its
ties with neighboring countries, and informs its
stances on international forums. The intelligence
supplied by MIT in war zones including as Libya
and Syria is crucial for strategizing Tiirkiye’s mi-

litary interventions and evaluating the security

landscape in these areas.

In summary, intelligence agencies play a vital
role in Tirkiye’s national security. Their infor-
mation bolsters Tiirkiye’s capacity to address in-
ternal and external threats in counterterrorism,
border security, international collaboration, and
the development of foreign policy strategies. The
efficient operations of intelligence agencies stren-
gthen Tirkiyes national security against threats,
while prompt strategic judgments influence the
nation’s security policies. The precision and effi-
cacy of intelligence are fundamental factors that
enhance Tiirkiye’s position in both regional and
global contexts.

The Role of Cybersecurity Technologies in
Tiirkiye's Security Policies

Cybersecurity has emerged as a vital element of
national security strategies. Cyberthreats can inf-
lict significant harm on the military and political

Figure 2. Cyber Attacks on the Militray and Defense Industry in 2022 (by country)
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“Cybersecurity has emerged as a vital element of national security strategies”
(Figure: KonBriefing, 2024).
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frameworks of nations, as well as their economic
systems (Singer & Friedman, 2014). Tiirkiye seeks
to establish a strategic advantage by advancing
cybersecurity solutions in response to the rising
incidence of cyberattacks.

Currently, both economic security and nati-
onal security acknowledge cyber security as an
essential element. The appropriation of superior
semiconductor technologies by China from the
Netherlands-based ASML corporation unders-
cores the critical significance of cybersecurity in
economic interactions. This episode prompted
the Western world to formulate stricter policies
towards China and elevated cyber espionage and
economic security concerns to a prominent po-
sition on the international agenda (Segal, 2022).
In this context, cybersecurity technologies have
evolved into both a military imperative and a fa-
cet of commercial rivalry. Turkiye has acknowle-
dged the significance of cyber security and has
implemented numerous measures to enhance its
capabilities in this domain. Tiirkiye has delinea-
ted its strategy in this domain through publicati-

Security

ons such as the National Cyber Security Strategy
and Action Plan, promoting the advancement of
national cyber security solutions in collaboration
with both public and private sectors.

The establishment of the National Cyber Inci-
dent Response Center (USOM) represents a sig-
nificant advancement in Tiirkiye’s cyber security
efforts. This center seeks to enhance national se-
curity by augmenting Tiirkiye’s early warning and
response capabilities against cyber attacks. Furt-
hermore, domestic software and hardware deve-
lopment initiatives are substantially augmenting
Tiirkiye’s cyber security capabilities. Specifically,
defense industry firms like Aselsan and Havelsan
want to diminish foreign reliance by developing
cybersecurity software and solutions. Turkiye
formulates its cyber security policies in tandem
with its national security plans, emphasizing the
critical role of collaboration between the public
and private sectors in this domain. Universities,
research institutions, and technology firms colla-
borate under this partnership to develop local and

national cyber security solutions.

Figure 3. Cyber Attacks on the Militray and Defense Industry in 2022 (number by country)

1 1 [ Rd | 1
Canada
1 5= 156 1
El Salvador Estonia
3 il 1 il 1
Italy Mexico
11
1 Portugal 2 Romania 5
Taiwan Turkey

B 1 1 0=
— 1
Chile Colombia Denmark
1118 14
Finland France Germany
2 il 1 =
Pakistan Peru Poland
e 1 1 1
Russia Slovakia Sweden
ST 1 | 1 =
== =
UK Ukraine USA

“Cyberthreats can inflict significant harm on the military and political frameworks of nations, as well as

their economic systems”

(Figure: KonBriefing, 2024).
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In the future, the strategic significance of cyber-
security technology in international relations will
persist in its escalation. Cyberattacks aim not only at
data expropriation but also at undermining the eco-
nomic and political authority of nations by assaul-
ting essential infrastructures (Healey, 2013). Turkiye
will persist in enhancing its cyber security capabili-
ties and devising national cyber security solutions to
address these challenges. Aiming to become a regi-
onal leader in this domain will be a primary factor
influencing Turkiye's security strategies.

Cybersecurity has emerged as a critical element
of Turkiye’s national security strategies. The rise in
cyber threats underscores the necessity of investing
in cybersecurity technologies, with autonomy in this
domain regarded as a crucial objective for national
security. Tiirkiye’s pursuit of cyber independence
through the development of domestic cybersecurity
solutions will enhance its standing in both national
and international security policies.

Conclusion

This paper analyzes the impact of intelligence on na-
tional security strategies via the lens of various inter-
national relations theories. Each theory assesses the
influence of intelligence on security strategies accor-
ding to its core methodology.

Realist theory posits that governments perpe-
tually seek security within the anarchic framework
of the international system. In this environment,
intelligence serves as a crucial instrument enabling
governments to surveil their adversaries, maintain a
balance of power, and implement strategic measures.
Realists regard intelligence as an essential component
for states to safeguard their national interests and so-
vereignty.

Liberal thought perceives intellect as both a means

of securing safety and a catalyst for fostering inter-

national collaboration. The liberal worldview regar-
ds inter-state cooperation as essential for peace and
considers intelligence sharing as a mechanism that
strengthens this cooperation. The utilization of in-
telligence via international institutions and partner-
ships enhances global security.

Marxist theory perceives intelligence as an inst-
rument utilized by capitalist regimes to protect the
interests of their ruling classes. This theory asserts
that intellect functions as an instrument in the class
struggle to maintain the capitalist system and protect
economic interests associated with imperialist ac-
tivities. The Marxist perspective influences security
policy in relation to economic disparities and class
conflict.

Constructivist theory emphasizes the significan-
ce of intelligence in shaping socially created security
perceptions and the development of identities in in-
terstate relations. According to this theory, security
threats and national security plans are influenced by
the perceptions that states have about one another as
well as the social norms that shape these perceptions.
Intelligence is regarded as a fundamental component
in shaping these perceptions and is essential in foste-
ring trust between states.

Cybersecurity technologies hold strategic signi-
ficance in international relations. Tiirkiye’s national
security plans and cybersecurity policies are evolving
concurrently. The public and business sectors coope-
rate to develop domestic and national cybersecurity
solutions. Enhancing the capability to counter cyber
attacks has emerged as a critical element in formula-
ting security policy. Developing national solutions in
cybersecurity is a crucial measure Tiirkiye has imple-
mented to enhance its standing in both national and
international security policies and to achieve cyber
independence.

In conclusion, while intelligence fulfills many

purposes across different theories, it is crucial in inf-
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luencing states’ national security policy. Intelligence
is deemed essential in both national and internatio-
nal security, serving as a means to build a balance of
power, facilitate international cooperation, or exert

control in class conflict. &
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